
 

 

LORD ARTHUR SAVILE’S CRIME 

CASTING BREAKDOWN 

 

Requires a cast of 10 actors (5 men, 5 women) 

Set in the late Victorian era, the play is a fast-paced comedic farce that relies heavily on sharp wit, physical 
comedy, and eccentric typecasting. 

 

Character Breakdown 

● Lord Arthur Savile 
○ Playing Age: 25–35 
○ Traits: Well-meaning, earnest, charming, but profoundly incompetent and "not overly burdened 

with brains". He is a classic Wildean aristocrat who becomes obsessively duty-bound to 
successfully murder someone before his wedding day.  
 

● Baines 
○ Playing Age: 40+ 
○ Traits: Lord Arthur's long-suffering, unshockable, and deeply professional butler. Aloof but 

completely loyal, he serves as the practical mastermind who tries to help Arthur plan his inept 
murder schemes. 
 

● Sybil Merton 
○ Playing Age: 25–35 
○ Traits: Lord Arthur’s lovely, wide-eyed, and adoring fiancée. She is sweet, hopelessly romantic, 

and somewhat simpering or prone to dramatic melodrama.  
 

● Lady Julia Merton 
○ Playing Age: 45+ 
○ Traits: Sybil’s fierce, overbearing, and haughty mother. Acting as a formidable "Grande Dame" 

in the vein of Lady Bracknell, she fiercely micro-manages the engagement and is highly 
suspicious of Arthur. 



 
● Lady Windermere 

○ Playing Age: 40+ 
○ Traits: Lord Arthur's fashionable, dramatic, and society-conscious aunt. She introduces the 

fateful palm reader to the household and is easily swept up in the latest trends and gossip. 
○  

● Lady Clementina Beauchamp 
○ Playing Age: 60+ 
○ Traits: Lord Arthur's frail, eccentric, and hypochondriac great-aunt. Delightfully oblivious, she is 

constantly treating various minor ailments, making her Arthur’s first target for a "painless" poison 
plot. 

○  
● The Dean of Paddington 

○ Playing Age: 50+ 
○ Traits: Lord Arthur’s uncle, a forgetful, bumbling, and deeply traditional country clergyman. He 

unwittingly becomes a target when Arthur tries to send him an explosive clock gadget. 

● Septimus Podgers 
○ Playing Age: Any age 
○ Traits: A mysterious, eccentric, and opportunistic society cheiromantist (palm reader). He is a 

bit of a smooth-talking charlatan who sets the entire plot in motion by diagnosing Arthur's 
murderous destiny. 
 

● Herr Frederick Winkelkopf 
○ Playing Age: Any age 
○ Traits: A chaotic, cheerful, and enthusiastically radical German anarchist. He treats bomb-

making and assassination options with a bizarrely lighthearted, friendly customer-service 
attitude. 
 

● Nellie 
○ Playing Age: 18+ 
○ Traits: The bumbling, sly, and observant housemaid. A small but punchy comedic role, she 

provides quick physical humor and has a running flirtation with Baines. 

 

 


